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The curriculum of Dental Medicine at the University of Witten/Herdecke is the result of many years
of discussion among the academic staff of the Faculty for Dental Medicine in cooperation with the
other Faculties for Medicine, for Life Sciences and for the Studium Fundamentale as well as
discussions with generations of students during their last years and with auxiliaries involved in
teaching. The aim of this curriculum is to inform applicants for Dental Education, to inform the
students of all semesters, to motivate interdisciplinary collaboration among all teaching groups, and
finally to foster internal and external evaluation of the Faculty of Dental Medicine, especially
within the framework of DentEd of the European Union and concerning the learning outcomes as
recommended by the global network DentEdEvolves. This contributes to the model approach of the
University of Witten/Herdecke and to the integrating function in harmonising the learning outcome
in Dental Education within Europe.

o The aim of the curriculum for Dental Medicine is the University education of students to
become dentists with good theoretical knowledge and practical skills, able to work with social
competence and the ability of reflection from the Studium Fundamentale. These dentists should be
able to develop the professional profile of Dental Medicine in the future according to changing
epidemiology and new knowledge of health care research outcomes.

Teaching, learning and research are developing in an atmosphere of intellectual freedom. Ethics and
sciences are strongly correlated; therefore, the Faculty controls good research and clinical practice
and fulfils the principles of self-control in science according to recommendations of the German
Research Association (Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft). The individual methods of teaching of
appointed professors and teaching staff as well as the individual learning methods of students will
be respected. The curriculum is well structured with problem-oriented theoretical and clinical
learning approaches, nevertheless any formalisation of learning will be avoided. This results in a
high level of learning requirements and self-discipline and self-responsibility, as well as creativity
and joy of all students and all teachers as expected.

Innovations of Dental Education and Learning

On the basis of:

o the valid approbation law for dentists (1993) and in the near future expected novels

o the recommendations of the Science Board for improving medical and dental education in
Germany (1996)

o the evaluation of the University of Witten/Herdecke with recommendations for future

development by the Science Board of July 12, 1996



o the recommendations of ADEE, ADEA and DentEdEvolves, and finally

o of the prognosis of changing epidemiology of dental, oral and maxillo-facial diseases
including the changing profile of dentists of the near future with broader medical knowledge (oral
physician).
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